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The School of Diplomacy and International Relations 
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY 
International Relations of African States  
DIPL 6700 AA 
Fall 2013 
 
Naaborle Sackeyfio, PhD 
Wednesday: 7:35pm-9:45pm; Duffy Hall Rm. 80  
Office Hours: Wednesdays: 2:00-3:00pm and by appointment-McQuaid Hall Rm.109 
Email: naaborle.sackeyfio@shu.edu 
 
Course Description 
This course examines core themes in the international relations of African states, intra-relations 
among them, as well as the relationship between African states and the rest of the globe. Among 
its aims are the following: to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted 
nature of African international relations within the continent and beyond; to illuminate historical 
and contemporary relations of African states to the rest of the world. Our course readings, 
interactive discussions, and lectures will focus on domestic and foreign policies of African 
nations. Some of the questions we consider in this course the major issues or challenges facing 
the continent. For example, how regional and international institutions structure foreign policy 
and international relations on the continent? To answer this and other questions we explore 
theoretical perspectives to uncover past and present challenges in foreign policy as well as 
opportunities and approaches to addressing them in international relations. We will also consider 
major themes and patterns that have characterized African international relations since 
independence, events that have shaped the trajectory of the continent since the end of the Cold 
War as well as how normative assumptions of international relations have evolved. 
 
*Please note that I may make adjustments to the syllabus during the course of the semester. 
 
Course Objectives 
• Describe and critique approaches to understanding the role of African states in 
international politics. 
• Evaluate the impact of regional and international institutions on the continent. 
• Analyze and critique prevailing and current issues in African international relations in 
terms of regional and global contexts. 
 
Required Texts 
The following texts are available through the campus bookstores or you may order them online. 
During the course of the semester, articles and other supplementary reading materials will be 
included for our class discussions. 
 
Ian Taylor and Paul Williams, Africa in International Politics: External  
Involvement on the Continent, London & New York: Routledge, 2004 
 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, New News Out of Africa: Uncovering Africa’s Renaissance,  
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Oxford University Press, 2007 
 
Recommended Texts 
Chris Alden, China in Africa, New York: Zed books, 2007 
Pierre Englebert, Africa: Unity, Sovereignty, and Sorrow, Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2009 
Todd J. Moss, African Development: Making Sense of the Issues, Boulder: Lynne Reinner, 2007. 
Dambisi Moyo, Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better Way for Africa, 
New York: Macmillan, 2010 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS/ASSIGNMENTS 
 
1. Attendance-Students are expected to attend all classes, arrive on time and remain for the 
duration of each class.  The penalty for excessive absence is a reduction in your 
attendance grade for the semester.  
 
2. Research Paper-The primary requirement of this course is to write an original research 
paper based on some aspect of International Relations of Africa over the past fifty years.  
Papers will be due on November 20th, Week 13 in class. The length of your papers is 20 
pages double-spaced and follow APA or Chicago style. For style guides see 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/. Style guides are also available at the library 
or bookstore. 
 
3. Paper discussion, critiques, and feedback- Everyone will have a chance to present their 
arguments, findings, and conclusion on the last day of class, which falls on Dec 4. Each 
student is expected to critique the research methods, argument and findings of another 
course member’s paper. A rubric for critique will be handed out prior to paper 
discussions. Course members should provide their critique partner with a final copy of his 
or her paper by Week 12 for adequate feedback. 
 
4. Leading class discussions-Each student will start off a class discussion by presenting a 
5-10-minute summary and analysis of the day’s readings. In an effort to participate fully, 
each student will provide concise arguments on the readings and controversies within 
them. You will be asked to consider whether the arguments presented are logically 
coherent; whether the author provides empirical evidence in support of the main thesis; 
and offer your own well-reasoned ideas on the topic. 
 
5. Role-Play-In order to fully grasp the nature of behavioral patterns, operational rules and 
the multi-faceted role that normative assumptions play, we will engage a role play or 
simulation of the African Union’s activities to understand the choices of key actors, the 
legacies of external involvement, as well as the constraints of conflict management, 
mediation and resolution.  We will also examine how African states have navigated a 
tenuous terrain that involves deciphering practical maneuvers both politically and 
economically in a complex international environment.  The role-play will take place on 
Nov 13 and guidelines and format will be provided beforehand. 
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COURSE POLICY 
6. In an effort to be considerate to fellow classmates and the professor, it is expected that 
once class begins cell phones are cut off or placed on a silent ring tone. 
  
7. Academic Integrity/Plagiarism- Students are expected to honor the standards of 
academic integrity as outlined in the University catalog. Any work, drawn from sources 
other than one’s own must be properly documented-that is cited and attributed accurately. 
If any policies seem unclear, feel free to contact the professor for additional clarification. 
Please review the university’s policies on academic integrity by visiting: 
http://diplomacy.shu.edu/academics_integrity.html 
8. From time to time, I will include articles accessible in PDF form. I may periodically 
include articles accessible on blackboard, through the library or other sources. 
 
9. Assignments- All assignments are to be handed to me in class. Emailed assignments will 
not be accepted because from time to time glitches with email can result in mishaps.  
Hence I will only accept assignments handed to me personally or left in my mailbox at 
McQuaid Hall per my specification. On another note, late assignments will suffer a 
penalty of 5 points off per each day late (except in the case of a documented 
emergency).    
 
10.Disabilities-Let me know of any disabilities that require prescribed attention and keep in 
 mind that your disability should be on file with the Office of Disability     
      Support Services (DSS), which is located in Duffy Hall, Room 67. To receive   
      assistance please self-identify. The staff at DSS will help you to develop a plan    
      for accommodation. For more information contact DSS at (973) 313-6003. 
 
11. Laptops- Laptops are allowed for note taking as long as they do not distract you from 
participation in discussion.   
12. Emergency conditions: In case of unexpected conditions be it weather or otherwise that 
may possibly disrupt our regular schedule please check your email and/or the School 
Administrator before class for any updates.  
13. Email Policy- I will do my best to get back to you within a minimum of 24 hours.  
However, I am not available on the weekends. 
Grading: 
       Attendance and Participation 
       (Leading class discussions)  20% 
       Paper discussion, Critique, and feedback 20%  
       Research Paper 40% 
       Role-Play 20% 
       Total 100%    
       
Evaluation: Final Grades will based on the following scale: 
A  94-96  B+87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  
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A- 90-93  B 83-86  C 73-76  D 60-66 
   B- 80-82  C-70-72   F 0-59    
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 (Aug28) Introduction 
 
Week 2 (Sept 4) International Relations between African States: Pan-Africanism 
Ali A. Mazrui, “Global Africa: From Abolitionists to Reparations, “ African Studies Review 37:3 
(December 1994) 1-18 
Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Early Years of the OAU: The Search for Organizational 
Preeminence”, International Organization, Vol. 42, No. 2 (Jan., 1964) pp269-281 
Kurt B. Young. “Africa Must Unite Revisited; Continuity and Change in the Case for 
Continental Unification.” Africa Today, Volume 57, No. 1 Fall 2010 
 
Week 3 (Sept 11) Basic Concepts, Sovereignty, Rules, Boundaries  
Taylor & Williams, Africa’s on the World Stage and Basic concepts & Boundaries 
Chap 1 
Robert H. Jackson, Quasi States: Sovereignty, International Relations in the Third World  
Jeffrey Herbst, “The Creation and Maintenance of National Boundaries, International 
Organization 43: 4 (1989) 
Pierre Englebert, Stacy Tarango, and Matthew Carter, “Dismemberment and Suffocation: A 
Contribution to the Debate on African Boundaries,” Comparative Political Studies 35:10 
(December) 2002 1093-1118 
*Recommended: Pierre Englebert, “ Sovereignty” and the Domestic Currency of International 
Sovereignty” Chap 5 & 6 
 
Week 4 (Sept 18) Foreign Aid and Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy 
Randall W. Stone, “The Political Economy of IMF Lending in Africa,” American Political 
Science Review, 98:4 (November 2004): 577-591 
Thad Dunning, “Conditioning Effects of Aid; Cold War Politics, Donor Credibility, and 
Democracy in Africa,” International Organization, 58 (2) 
Moss, “ “The International Aid System” Chap 10, PDF 
*Recommended: Dambisi Moyo, Dead Aid, 2010 
 
 
Week 5 (Sept 25) Changing International Environment (China and Africa) 
Ian Taylor, “The All-weather friend’? Sino-African interaction in the twenty first century” Chap 
4 
Yin Wong, Cheung, Jakob de Haan, Xingwang Qian, and Shu Yu, “China’s Outward Direct 
Investment in Africa” Review of International Economics,  20 (2), (2012) 201-220 
Giles Mohan and Ben Lampert, “ Negotiating China: Reinserting African Agency into China-
Africa Relations”, in African Affairs, Vol. 112, No. 446 (January 2013)  
Jeremy Kelley, “China in Africa: Curing the Resource Curse with Infrastructure and 
Modernization”, in Sustainable Development Law and Policy, Vol. 12,  (Spring 2012) 
*Recommended: Chris Alden, “China in Africa” 
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*Recommended: Denis M. Tull, “China’s Engagement in Africa: Scope, Significance and 
Consequences” Journal of Modern African Studies 44:3 (September 2006) 459-479 
 
Week 6 (Oct 2) U.S, Britain & France and African relations 
Paul Williams, “Britain and Africa after the Cold War: beyond damage limitation? 
Hentz in Taylor & Williams, “The contending currents in United States involvement in sub-
Saharan Africa” Chap 1 
Kroslak, in Taylor & Williams,  “Frances’ policy towards Africa: continuity or change? Chap 3 
 
Week 7 (Oct 9) Conflict and Intervention 
Adebajo in Taylor & Williams, “From Congo to Congo: United Nations peacekeeping in Africa 
after the Cold War, Chap 10 
Stafan Smis and Wamu Oyatambwe, “Complex Political Emergencies, the International 
Community and the Congo Conflict,” Review of African Political Economy 29: 93/94 
(September/December 2002) 411-430 
*Recommended: Todd J. Moss, African Development: Making Sense of the Issues, 2007  
 
Week 8 & 9 (Oct 16 & Oct 23) IFIs and African States 
Thomas in Taylor & Williams, Chap 9 
Christopher Cramer, Deborah Johnston, and Carlos Oya, “ Africa and the Credit Crunch: From 
Crisis to Opportunity? African Affairs 108 (October 2009) 643-654 
Henry Bienen and Jeffrey Herbst, "The Relationship between Political and Economic Reform in 
Africa," Comparative Politics 29:1 (1996), 23-42. 
William Easterly, “The Big Push Déjà Vu: A Review of Jeffery Sachs’ The End of Poverty: 
Economic Possibilities for Our Time,” Journal of Economic Literature 44 (March 2006), pp. 96-
105 
O. Felix Ayadi, Funso  Ayadi, Esther .O. Adegbite “Structural Adjustment, Financial Sector 
Development and Economic Prosperity in Nigeria” International Research Journal of Finance 
and Economics. Issue 15 (2008) 
 
Week 10 & 11 (Oct 30 & Nov 6) Regional Institutions, International Institutions and North 
to South Cooperation 
Todd J. Moss, “The African Union and regional Institutions, Chap 14 PDF 
Pamela A. Jordan, “A Bridge Between the Global North and Africa? Putin’s Russia and G8 
Development Commitments”, Africa Studies Quarterly, Vol. 11 Issue 4 (Summer 2010) 
Hurt in Taylor & Williams, “ The European Union’s external relations with Africa after the Cold 
War: aspects of continuity and change, Chap 8 
Cooperation & New Regionalism: Conflict, Management & Peacebuilding 
Timothy Murithi, The African Union: Pan-Africanism, Peacebuilding and Development 82-111, 
PDF 
Armstrong M. Adejo, “From OAU to AU: New Wine in Old Bottles?” African Journal of 
International Affairs, Vol. 4, no. 1 (2001) 
Benedikt Franke. “Competing Regionalisms in Africa and the Continent’s Emerging Security 
Architecture” African Studies Quarterly. Volume 9, Issue 3 (Spring 2007).  
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David J. Francis. “Peacekeeping in a bad neighborhood: The Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) in peace and security in West Africa”. African Journal of Conflict 
Resolution. 2010. Volume 57, Number 2, Winter 2010. (Online) 
 
Week 12 (Nov 13)  Economic Integration 
Sylvanus Kwaku Afesorgbor, Peter A.G. van Bergeijk. “Multi-membership and the effectiveness 
of regional trade agreements in Western and Southern Africa: A comparative study of ECOWAS 
and SADC”. Institute of Social Studies (ISS); CERES, Research School for Resource Studies for 
Development March 11, 2011.  
Alemayehu Gedaa, and Haile Kebret. “Regional Economic Integration in Africa: A Review of 
Problems and Prospects with a Case Study of COMESA”. Journal of African Economies, Vol. 
17, No. 3, PP. 357–394.  
Role-Play! 
 
Week 13 (Nov 20) International Relations of Regional Powers (South Africa, Nigeria) 
Daniel Flemes. “Regional power South Africa: Cooperative hegemony constrained by historical 
legacy” PDF 
Miriam Prys. “Regions, power and hegemony: South Africa’s role in Southern Africa” PDF 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, New News Out of Africa: Uncovering Africa’s Renaissance,  
Oxford University Press, 2007, Chap 1-3 
Papers are due in class! 
 
Week 14 (Nov 27) Thanksgiving Break!! No Class 
 
Week 15 (Dec 4) African International Relations Today 
Last day of Class, Paper discussion, critique, and feedback 
Reading TBD 
